WHEREAS, on July 11, 2005, the Court scheduled a hearing for August 9, 2005, for the
state to show how in the upcoming school year it will address the problems associated with the
“poor academic performance” of North Carolina high schools and an update on statewide
Leandro compliance; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 622, “The Current Operations and Capital Improvements
Appropriations Act of 2005, under consideration by the House and Senate has not been passed;
and

WHEREAS, the Act allocated funds to support the More at Four Pre-Kindergarten
program for at-risk children, the Learn and Earn program, and supplemental funding for LEAs in
fow-wealth counties; and these programs are necessary for improving educational opportunity
and outcomes for children across North Carolina; and these programs are fundamental to
addressing the needs of at-risk students, eliminating the achievement gap, reducing the state's
persistently high dropout rate, increasing college enrollments, and meeting other education
challenges; and

WHEREAS, the current proposed budget includes expanded funding for the
Disadvantaged Student Supplemental Fund, Learn and Earn program, Specialty Schools Pilot
program, supplemental funding for LEAS in low-wealth counties, teacher training, and child and
family support teams; and

WHEREAS, while the General Assembly continues working to ratify a final budget 1
can approve, the school year for the majority of North Carolina's children is about to begin and
preplanning, hiring, and facilities preparation must take place; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent that additional funds be used for low-wealth supplemental
funding to recruit and retain high quality teachers; and

WHEREAS, by better connecting public schools with health, mental health, and social
services the capacity for multi-disciplinary assessments, referral, and coordination of care for at-
risk students and their families will be enhanced through the use of School-Based Child and
Family Support Teams utilizing school-based nurses and social worker teams, Local
Management Entities' Care Coordinators, and Child and Family Teams Facilitators.

NOW THEREFORE, in light of the factual circumstances set forth above, including the
decision in Leandro, and under the legal authority vested in me as Governor by Article 1, Section
15 of the Constitution of North Carolina (which states that “The people have a right to the
privilege of education, and it is the duty of the State to guard and maintain that right.”), Article
II of the Constitution of North Carolina, and N.C.G.S. §143-23, I hereby AUTHORIZE AND
INSTRUCT:

Section 1. The Director of the More at Four Pre-Kindergarten Program to recruit the
teachers necessary to expand the program; and,

Section 2. The Superintendent of Public Instruction, working with and through local
school system superintendents, to recruit and hire the staff necessary to



